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Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk brings 
communities together to help families build 

strength, stability and
self-reliance through 
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We know that affordable homeownership plays an absolutely critical role in helping families create 

a new foundation for a stronger future, one that’s filled with possibilities and progress. Affordable 

homeownership allows families to foster the skills and confidence they need to invest in themselves and 

their communities, which has a life-changing impact on their lives. The benefits of a Habitat home reach 

far beyond the four walls. Habitat families enjoy better health, education and employment prospects, 

and are less reliant on social services. In total, every Habitat home built helps create $175,000 worth of 

benefits for society.

Why Affordable Homeownership?

Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk brings 
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How Habitat works
The Habitat model

Build 
Families selected for Habitat homeownership 

help build their homes assisted by volunteers and 

community support.

Buy
Habitat homeowners pay an interest-free mortgage 

geared to their income.

Reinvest
Mortgage payments are invested into a revolving fund, 

which is used by the local Habitat to build more homes 

for families in their community.
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Message from the Chair
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I encourage everyone to reflect on 

the milestones and celebrations shared in the pages of our 2017 Annual 

Report.  “Thank you” to each of you for all of the wonderful things you 

do to keep Habitat Brant-Norfolk thriving and helping us to do our good 

work.  In 2017, we had a significant increase in expressions of interest 

from people wanting to become a Habitat homeowner.  We know we play 

an essential role - together with our volunteers, families, donors, partners 

and community - to respond to a housing crisis and provide a model for 

affordable home ownership. 

 

We’ve been very active in our planning and renovations for the opening of our Simcoe ReStore and 

preparation for the move of our Affiliate Office and Brantford ReStore. These initiatives have created 

a lot of excitement and goodwill.  Currently, our ReStores may be the most obvious activity people 

notice about what we do.  Our volunteers, customers and donors have embraced us, helping to divert 

quality items from ending up in a landfill and repurposing some product to become new and useful 

again in different ways.  However, the stores are a significant means to an end.  Shopping at our Habitat 

ReStores is a socially conscious decision, as the money generated is used to fund our local building 

projects and operations. 

 

We bring communities together to help families build strength, stability and independence through 

affordable home ownership.  Our shared vision is a world where everyone has a decent place to live.  

Our amazing team is constantly working behind the scenes to find appropriate property; prepare 

designs for the sites; collaborate with our build team; and find donors for trades, materials and cash to 

support our builds and prepare for the next build. I am immensely proud of each one of you. 

 

For four years now, I have been a part of this organization and I am continually amazed by the dedication 

and devotion of everyone on our team.  I will continue to participate in this great work because I can 

think of no greater satisfaction than handing over the keys to a new homeowner! I wish everyone could 

experience that as directly as I get the honour to do. Looking forward to the year ahead, we have goals 

that far exceed what we have done in the past.  All of us will be called upon to reach beyond where 

we have been before. We anticipate more news about the National Housing Strategy, announced in 

November 2017.  So stay tuned - and thank you to each of you!  You make us who we are today and you 

will be the difference to help us build an even brighter future for tomorrow. 

 

Steve Roorda

Board Chair
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Message from CEO 

Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk is paving the way for healthy and 

stable communities through homeownership. In 2017, we celebrated 

our 18th anniversary of providing affordable homeownership in The 

City of Brantford and Norfolk County. Affordable homeownership 

creates an opportunity for parents, stability for children, and strength 

for neighbourhoods. For every nail hammered and every house sold 

over the last 18 years, we are one step closer to eliminating substandard 

housing/living conditions and contributing to the development of thriving 

communities. With the help and support of our exemplary donors, 

dedicated volunteers, outstanding staff, and change makers like YOU, 

23 families have experienced a new level of strength, stability and 

independence in their lives. 

In June, we further expanded our reach into the Norfolk County by opening up our second ReStore, 

and in early December we swiftly initiated a relocation to our new Affiliate Offices and ReStore location 

in Brantford. Our team has grown, and we are working hard in preparation and delivery of more safe, 

decent and affordable homes. 

No matter who we are or where we come from, we all deserve a safe and decent place to call home. 

On behalf of our Habitat team, we thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to 

empowering families and strengthening communities together for years to come. 

Dan Brooks 

CEO
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 3,386  families in Canada have accessed a safe and decent home by 
partnering with Habitat since 1985.

 1,579  volunteers travelled with Global Village Canada to help families 
build all over the world in 2017.

 1,001  people in Ethiopia, Malawi, Cambodia, Nepal, Nicaragua, El 
Salvador and Dominican Republic now have new or improved 
housing, sanitation or training because of Habitat.

 25  Indigenous families realized homeownership by partnering with 
Habitat in 2017.

We believe
everyone deserves a decent place  
to live, both globally and locally. 

Most renters are housing cost burdened, spending over 30% of their income on rent as the supply of 

affordable rental units fails to keep up with the growing need. With your support, Habitat homeowners 

can purchase their homes at an affordable mortgage and provide stability for their family. Everyone 

deserves a decent place to live, and everyone can do something today to help make that possible for 

another family. At Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk, this is what unites us. Through volunteerism, 

financial support, and advocacy, you can make a difference today. Find out how at habitatbn.org.
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2017 Familly Milestones 

Together, we 
build strength, 
stability and 
independence

23 families  
served to date

Kayla and her two 
children are waiting 
for the magic moment 
when shovels break 
ground

The need for affordable housing in our communities is growing.  Habitat Brant-Norfolk saw an 

increased number of expressions of interest from Brant County, Brantford and Norfolk County.  People 

are seeking out our help and the opportunity for a Habitat home of their own.  The Family Relations 

Committee worked diligently to respond to all inquiries.  New policies and procedures were put in 

place, together with a new application process, to help respond to the changing needs of potential 

Homeowners in the communities we serve.  

2017



“I can’t think of anything more valuable than owning your own home and having help 

getting there and then actually being able to participate in the building of dreams coming 

true for other families as well. The value of this is un-measurable.” 

 - Molly, Habitat Brant-Norfolk future homeowner

Milestones and Celebrations
To date, 2 families have paid off their first mortgage!  Another family took out a conventional mortgage 

and paid out the Habitat mortgage.  Congratulations to our families for making extraordinary strides 

through affordable home ownership.

Did You Know?
• on average Habitat generates $175,000 of social benefits per HOME

• 62% of Habitat families report improved financial stability 

• 78% of Habitat families report improved health

• 70% of Habitat families continue to give back as a volunteer or donor

• 83% of Habitat children receive better grades after moving into their Habitat home

34 expressions 
of interest for 
Brantford

2017

9 expressions 
of interest for 
Norfolk County

3 families are 
working towards 
home ownership
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Simcoe ReStore Open to Community!
With the blessing of Norfolk County staff and council in hand, Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk 

moved forward in 2017 to secure 29 Park Road, Simcoe to expand ReStore operations.  Thanks in part 

to a Trillium grant to assist with renovations, hiring of staff and creation of a separate shipping/receiving 

area, it became all hands on deck to renovate and prepare for the ReStore Simcoe community grand 

opening in June!  ReStore Simcoe was filled in record time with generous donations of new and gently 

used building and reno materials, housewares and home fixtures donated by community members. 

Serving as a year round fundraiser, proceeds help to support the office onsite and local build projects.  

Habitat Brant-Norfolk is humbled by weekly visits made by local customers and the heartfelt dedication 

of our volunteers.  We look forward to hearing from new community members interested in becoming 

a volunteer or hosting a fundraiser in support of building new homes to meet the needs of families in 

beautiful Norfolk County.  

2017 at a glance 

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

Affiliate Volunteer of the Year - 
Robert Touesnard
Robert is a key build volunteer, a valuable crew leader and a member of our A-Team!  

He has given more than 600 hours on builds and does any job asked of him.  He 

always shows up, is super organized, teaches and helps look after other volunteers.  

Thank you Robert for joining our Build Committee and for all that you do! 

Are you a Robert? 
We need more Roberts!  Volunteer with us Today. 
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2017 at a glance 

1st Annual Habitat 
House Party 
Fundraiser raised 
$13,394!  

Jimmy Carter 
Work Day 
Habitat Brant-Norfolk was 
welcomed by Habitat Hamilton 
for team building day.

Golden  
Triangle  
Welding
Thank you for your generosity.

“It’s all about the families  
 and giving back”   
- Irene Engell, a dedicated volunteer since the Women’s Build in 2003
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Building Within Our Community

Pallet Program moves into second 
year, extending community activations
In 2017, our Pallet Program saw the inclusion of staff, volunteers and extended community groups 

to repurpose pallets into products.  First responders came to the rescue, by building a sandbox for 

fun in the sun.  Community Caring Day volunteers completed the creation of small tables and shoe 

racks.  Together with staff and other volunteers, multiple items were developed and then sold at both 

Brantford and Simcoe ReStore locations, helping to diversify product selection and reduce waste.  

Several items made a special appearance at a local artisan flea market and were well received.  Look 

for more creative projects in the future as Habitat Brant-Norfolk proudly moves into phase three of this 

capacity building opportunity, thanks to the generosity and vision of the City of Brantford and Brant 

Community Foundation.  Combining creativity, skills development and an entrepreneurial spirit amongst 

participants, we’re thrilled to see customers smiling ear to ear as they adopt one of these unique 

creations for their home or cottage.  

G.R.E.A.T. – Habitat Brant-Norfolk worked together with Grand River 

Employment and Training to provide employment for Onkwehon:we of Grand 

River Territory. Through Youth Job Connection, graduating students prepare for the 

workplace environment, with mentorship, job-coaching and help with transition for 

school to work, or to ongoing employment once the program ends.

Bands for Bricks - raised $24,171 with a fabulous 54/40 concert.

National Housing Strategy  - Canada’s first  

ever housing strategy was announced in November 2017, declaring housing as a 

human right.
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Habitat for Humanity ReStores are home and building supply stores that accept and resell quality 

new and used building materials, as well as furniture, appliances and home accessories to the public. 

Shopping at a Habitat ReStore is a socially conscious decision, as the money generated is used to 

fund local Habitat for Humanity home building projects and operations. It’s also an environmentally 

conscious decision, as much of what is sold is product that is new, gently used or customer returns that 

might otherwise end up in a landfill.

l Total Donations - $704,243

l Corporate Donations - $340,472

l Value of Items - Public Drop Off - $199,473 

l Value of Items - Public Pick Up - $121, 069

l Salvages - $34,805

ReStores Brantford and Simcoe

ReStore Volunteer of the Year - 
Gary Kusch
For the 3rd year in a row our friend and loyal volunteer Gary - or better known to 

us as “KO” -  has shown his unwavering dedication with helping hands and a big 

smile for everyone onsite!  Thank you Gary for sharing your light, good humour and 

always lending a helping hand each and every day. 

We Love Volunteers!   

10, 676
 hours!

140
volunteers

28
active build 
volunteers

25
 committee 
volunteers

2
 administrative 

volunteers



SUPPORTERS

You make the difference, every donor 
and every dollar matters - THANK YOU!
Because of YOU we will raise the roof and build more homes. Donations of product and materials 

through our ReStores - in addition to cash, land and pro-bono services - from YOU, our community 

members and partners, are what make the difference.  

ReStore Donors 

PLATINIUM ($50,000+) 
Ontario Trillium Foundation

Home Depot - Brantford    

Advantage Maintenance Products Ltd.  

Home Depot - Mississauga    

  

GOLD ($25,000 - $49,999)  
Princess Auto    

Lowe’s Home Improvement    

SILVER ($10,000 - $24,999)  
Brant United Way    

Orian Rugs    

Rona Cashway Building Center    

  

BRONZE ($5,000 - $9,999)  
West Brantford Home Hardware 

Imperial Fencing    

Reliance Home Comfort - Brantford   

Dayside Windows and Doors    

Mitten 

A very special thank you to our Affiliate donors, Build donors, Event 
Sponsors and Community Supporters over the course of the past 
19 years.  As we approach our 20th anniversary, we look forward to 
working together with you to create a donor recognition program that 
reflects the exemplary contribution you make in the lives of others.  
Every gift makes a difference.  Your generosity and continued support 
helps a family help themselves.  For more information or to make a 
donation please call 519-759-8600 ext 527.  

Thank you Millard’s 
Professional Chartered 
Accountants for 
extending value  
to our mission!  
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Avenue Lighting Design  
Archmill House Inc.  
Lowes Ancaster   
J & K Home Building Centre 
Turkstra Lumber Company Limited 
Turkstra Lumber - Stoney Creek
Colour Your World Dulux Paint
Rick’s Carpet - Norwich  
Salon Mirage   
Eggink Homes Inc.  
Wayne’s Moving Storage & Delivery
Dover Paint & Paper  
Laurier University - Brantford campus 
R. J. Project Management Services 
Tech Tronics Industries  
Mckeough Supply 
Canadian Tire   
Rustoleum 
Ikea Burlington   
My Countertop Shop  
Wolseley Canada Inc. - Brantford  
Clawsie Kitchens  
Arvato Digital Services  
Leon’s Furniture Limited - Brantford 
Best Western Little River Inn
Surplus Furniture and Mattress

Nufloors 
Buttermine Farms Inc.  
Corporation of the City of Brantford   
All Canadian Self Storage 
Grant Tinney Flooring  
Rogers Service Electrical Mechanical  
Dan Brown House Construction Brant  
Best Western Plus  
 - Brant Park Inn and Conference 
Revera - Charlotte Villa  
The Brick - Brantford 
Tigercat Industries 
West Brant Window World
H & M Manufacturing 
Canadian Tire Store - Simcoe
Grand Erie District School Board
Carrillo Carpets   
Winmar   
Adolfo & Robert Galuppi
K & M Contracting Inc.
Kitchen’s N Sync 
Levac’s    
The Matthews Group Inc.
Fastenal Simcoe   
Crompton Home Building Centre-Delhi
Aryzta Canada Co. 

Four Seasons Landscaping
P A W Woodworking 
Forest of Flowers 
Access Storage 
Alexanian Carpet and Flooring
Co-operators General Insurance Company 
Beauti-Tone  
 Paint and Home Products Division 
Kiddie Clothes   
OLG Casino Brantford  
Home Hardware Brantford  
 - King George Rd 
Bell City Carpet One 
The Co-operators  
Junk Works  
Your Neighbourhood Credit Union
Groulx Contracting
Evergreen Heights Christian Fellowship
Winners - Brantford
Kuri Tec Canada Inc.
Telus Mobility - Communication Zone
Child Evangelism Fellowship of Ontario
Brantford Food Bank
Terrace Hill Medical Centre 



Volunteer on a build site
Contact Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk to volunteer on a Habitat 
build.  You’ll be provided all of the equipment and training you need, 
and will build under the supervision of an experienced crew leader - 
no prior build experience required.  

Donate to the ReStore 
Downsizing, decluttering or planning a home reno? Donate new or 
gently used household items and building materials to a Habitat 
ReStore.  You’ll be keeping items out of the landfill and helping build 
more a�ordable homes for families in need of a decent place to live.  

Become a monthly donor 
Your donation will help families build the strength, stability and 
self-reliance they need for a better life.  
To donate, call 519-759-8600 ext. 527.  

How you can help

Volunteer at the ReStore
ReStores are home and building supply stores that accept and resell 
quality new and used building materials.  The money generated at 
Habitat Restores helps us fund local Habitat homebuilding projects.  
Volunteer opportunities include customer service, stocking shelves, 
and accepting and testing donations.  

LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW YOU CAN HELP  AT 

habitatbn.org 

Volunteer at events or in our o�ce 
Local Habitats operate in communities across the country to raise 
awareness, support and funds for homebuilding projects.  There are 
many opportunities to contribute by getting involved in our community 
events or at administrative o�ces.  

Volunteer on a build site
Contact Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk to volunteer on a Habitat 
build.  You’ll be provided all of the equipment and training you need, 
and will build under the supervision of an experienced crew leader - 
no prior build experience required.  

Donate to the ReStore 
Downsizing, decluttering or planning a home reno? Donate new or 
gently used household items and building materials to a Habitat 
ReStore.  You’ll be keeping items out of the landfill and helping build 
more a�ordable homes for families in need of a decent place to live.  

Become a monthly donor 
Your donation will help families build the strength, stability and 
self-reliance they need for a better life.  
To donate, call 519-759-8600 ext. 527.  

How you can help

Volunteer at the ReStore
ReStores are home and building supply stores that accept and resell 
quality new and used building materials.  The money generated at 
Habitat Restores helps us fund local Habitat homebuilding projects.  
Volunteer opportunities include customer service, stocking shelves, 
and accepting and testing donations.  

LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW YOU CAN HELP  AT 

habitatbn.org 

Volunteer at events or in our o�ce 
Local Habitats operate in communities across the country to raise 
awareness, support and funds for homebuilding projects.  There are 
many opportunities to contribute by getting involved in our community 
events or at administrative o�ces.  

How You Can Help
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Board:
Board Chair - Steve Roorda 
Vice Chair - Lonnie Johnson 
Secretary - Kathryn Kissinger 
Treasurer - Rick Sopko 
Director - Brian Green 
Director - Odete Gomes 
Director - Doug Montgomery

Construction:
Matt Curtin, staff 
Russ Janiec 
David Arsenault 
Bob Byer 
Irene Engel 
Diana Ferris 
Glenn Kelley 
Jim Kruis 
Terry Robinson 
Ed Speelziek 
Robert Touesnard 

Family Relations:
Frances Richardson, staff 
Karen Bell 
Lucille Byrne 
Bev Golden 
Marg Green 
Joan Jacquemain 
Cathy Robertson 
Valeria Salonen 
Amy Tremmel

Fundraising and Events:
Lynda Henriksen, staff 
Tracey Langley, staff 
James Buckland* 
Kim Bumelis 
Kathryn Kissinger 
Cantina Leggo 
Joanne Lewis* 
Rob Nagy 
Jackie Simons 
Amy Tremmel 
Esther Yelle*

Affiliate Staff:
Chief Executive Officer: 
Dan Brooks 
Director of Construction : 
Matt Curtin  
Russ Janiec* 
Community Relations Coordinator: 
Linda Snyder 
Director of Fund Development and Communications : 
Lynda Henriksen  
Office Manager:  
Ardith Marie Martin 
Family Relations Coordinator: 
Frances Richardson 
Bookkeeper: 
JoAnn Baker

ReStore Staff
Tracey Langley, Manager 
Rob Stirling, Procurement and ReStore Advancement 
Scott Adams* 
Manon Richardson, Logistics Coordinator 

Brantford
Travis Biehn 
Chris Bradfield 
Deb Fair 
Scott George 
Emily Wickson

Simcoe
Bob Byer 
Kelly Flexman 
Chris MacPhie

* We thank those who have retired/resigned  
 for their dedicated service.  

Committees and Staff
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Contact us
Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk

80 Morton Ave East 
Brantford, ON   N3R 7J7

(519) 759-8600

  
Charitable Registration #875384125 RR0001


