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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk Celebrates 20th Anniversary
Year with New Project and New Era in Affordable Homeownership

Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk to champion one of the first
stacked town building projects of its kind in Brantford.

BRANTFORD, ON - April 9, 2019 – One of the first stacked town building projects of its kind
in Brantford - and the largest homebuilding project ever in the history of Habitat for
Humanity Brant-Norfolk - will change the trajectory of affordable homeownership and
provide a solid foundation of success for homebuyers and for the community. Habitat
Brant-Norfolk’s recent unveiling of the project’s innovative and modern design by Jim
Gerrard of Gerrard’s Design & Drafting, was met with a standing ovation at Habitat’s launch
of its 20th anniversary celebrations.
“To date, we have served 23 families over 20 years, building single detached family homes
or semis,” shared Steve Roorda, Habitat Brant-Norfolk’s Board Chair. With this new
development Habitat will build 24 new homes for families and individuals over the next 4
years. Roorda, a civil engineer with RJ Burnside, stated the Board is firmly committed to
make a bigger impact on affordable housing through the Habitat model of affordable
homeownership. Currently over 1,700 households are on the waiting list for affordable
housing in Brantford. The median price of a home in Brantford CMA is $415,000.
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Having observed the changes in the housing market, with the rising cost of land and other
increases associated with a housing boom, Roorda said it made sense to review Habitat’s
build program of one house a year for one family and to bring the program in line with
providing the best possible opportunity to build more for those in need.
The new multi-residential build is planned for the north end of Brantford at 200 Brantwood
Park Road. Residents who have a regular income and are ready for homeownership;
willing to partner with Habitat; and can demonstrate need, may apply through Habitat’s
affordable homeownership program. Traditional market value homeownership will also be
available through a development partner. Young families, individuals, seniors, persons with
disabilities, members of the GBLTQ2 community and veterans are encouraged to apply.
Dan Brooks, CEO of Habitat Brant-Norfolk is excited about the project and how it will help to
deliver more affordable housing to Brant-Norfolk. “Our model has always been in place to
help provide a solution to the housing crisis and we’re excited to do our part and to do more
with owners coming from a cross section of the community, including fair market traditional
homeowners as well.” He also stated the research and preliminary work completed by both
board and staff, with consultation from numerous experts, helped to guide the process for a
new model and moved the organization from concept into the early planning stages.
The project is a multi-residential mix of ownership, with one, two and three bedroom units.
Some units will be fully accessible. It will be a stacked town condo, taking into account
energy efficiency, common area green space and a degree of standard across the property.
The proposed plan contains 56 units on an internal driveway and servicing with storm water
management controls. Habitat anticipates building 24 units, with community partners,
volunteers and donors stepping up to help complete the first block of 8 units within 2020.
Brooks says this project is a way to bring the community together to help build community.
“This is the future of a new era in affordable homeownership and we’re proud to lead the
way to serve our communities.”
To volunteer or donate visit habitatbn.org or call 519.759.8600.
Media Contact:
Lynda Henriksen, Director of Fund Development and Communications
lhenriksen@habitatbn.org
office: 519.759.8600 x527 cell: 905.577.3863
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Backgrounder
Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk:
At Habitat for Humanity Brant-Norfolk, we build. We build because we believe that
everyone, everywhere, should have a healthy, affordable place to call home. More
than building homes, we build communities, we build hope and we build the opportunity
for families to help themselves. We bring the community together, to build strength,
stability and self-reliance through affordable homeownership.
www.habitatbn.org
Why Habitat for Humanity:
There are more than 1500 people currently waiting for affordable social unit housing.
Many people are also living well beyond 30% of their household income and therefore
considered rent poor. In 2018 across Canada, 64% of Habitat families came from
market rental housing and 23% from social or subsidized housing. 57% were twoparent families. The more opportunities Habitat for Humanity provides for those who
qualify, the more we can help migrate people from inadequate living conditions and wait
lists into affordable homeownership and a better brighter future.
Habitat Homeownership Program:
To qualify for Habitat homeownership, there are three main criteria:
1. a willingness to partner with Habitat
2. there must be a core housing need e.g. paying more than 30% of monthly income on
housing
3. must demonstrate the ability to pay.
Please visit www.habitatbn.org for more details or call Frances at 519.759.8600
The Habitat Way:
With the enthusiasm and commitment of community partners, all levels of government,
volunteers and donors, gifts in kind of materials and team building fundraisers, Habitat
for Humanity brings the community together to build strength, stability and
independence through affordable homeownership. To donate, volunteer or host a third
party fundraiser please call 519-759.8600.
100% of all community donations go directly to our build fund
www.habitatbn.org www.unboxingbrantnorfolk.com
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New Build Project:

200 Brantwood Park
Brantford, Ontario














Stacked towns offer residents the advantage of a two-storey, house-style layout
with the added convenience of a condo.
The lower unit typically has outside access in the form of a patio or terrace, while
plans currently call for upper units to have balconies.
By taking a gentle density approach to build more homes, the project also meets
the demands for ground-related housing at a more affordable price point.
Urban area, modern design, close proximity to schools, parks, and places of
worship.
Multi-residential mix of ownership including fair market traditional owners and
Habitat partner owners from a cross section of the community including:
individuals, young families and older persons
1, 2, 3 bedroom units, with some being fully accessible
Green space common areas; energy efficiency; condominium property
standards; bike racks; site appropriate landscape and design
proposed plan for 56 units, it’s anticipated Habitat to build 24 units
estimated total project cost is $19 milllion
community partners, resources and investment funds to be announced
100% of community donations are designated in full to Habitat’s Fund for
Humanity build fund to support building safe, decent and affordable homes

Project specs and images available upon request
email: lhenriksen@habitatbn.org
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